TRADECRAFT // HUMAN TERRAIN
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SITUATIONAL AWARENESS IN THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT
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BASELINE & PATTERNS
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DECIDE.

01 SEE

Actively observe
without staring.

people, patterns,
and environment.

02 ORIENT

Understand where

03 DECIDE

Evaluate options.
and impact.

of action.

04 ADAPT

Execute smoothly. |
Reassess continuously. |
Adjust to changes

in real time.

Collect data from

Build a mental model.

you are, what's normal,
and what stands out.

Weigh risk, reward,

Commit to a course

Establish what's normal before
you act. Notice:

« Foot traffic flow

« Typical behaviors

+ Noise |levels

» Police / security presence
« Store hours / activity

| 1S INFO

DEVIATION FROM PATTERN

RMATION.

WHAT
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OVERHEAD

ADAPT. // STAY UNSEEN.

TO OBSERVE

« Cameras
« Lighting
« Signage

+ Vantage Points

ACCESS / EGRESS

. Alleys A
» Exits L '
« Transit o

+ Chokepoints I u

———

R T ik

&
&

LOOK WIDE. LOOK DEEP. LOOK OFTEN.
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DISTRACTIONS —
« » Street Performers
-« Construction

« Crowds [ Events

« Concealment
« Reflections

« Noise

BUILD CONTEXT, NOT ASSUMPTIONS.
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RECOGNIZE & UNDERSTAND THREATS

Sources
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COUNTER-
UNKNOWN SURVEILLANCE SURVEILLANCE INTERDICTION
Unfamiliar people Signs of being Your activity Blockages,

In your near space.

watched or followed.

monitoring.

ambush points,

intervention risks. |

PRINCIPLE

AWARENESS IS YOUR ADVANTAGE.
IN COMPLEX URBAN ENVIRONMENTS,

INFORMATION IS CONSTANT.
FILTER RELENTLESSLY. ACT DELIBERATELY.

LEAVE NO TRACE.

|
e —

A 7 57 -
(W Sy E
N bl B 'y
o 2
i B2 PEOPLE
A1 B A + Behavior
fi .:'rg_, _ » Dress / Fit
' ~ « Direction

» Interaction

VEHICLES —~
+» Parked / Idling

 Occupants
» Patterns

« Plates

MANAGE YOUR SIGNATURE

Reduce what you emit,
Control what you can.

G

1777 « Match speed & direction
» Mind posture & gaze
« Limit device use
ENVIRONMENTAL » Avoid pattern creating

« Blend with purpose

Weather, lighting, behavior

events impacting [
your movement.

ety

THE GOAL IS TO NOT
BE MEMORABLE.
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PRACTICAL TRADECRAFT

]

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

MENTAL MODEL
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™, 1 MOVE WITH INTENT s N\ n |
% Piimasarulimatement losks | = PRIMARY ROUTE FNP BN / | CONTEXT — — INTENT |
| | natural. Hesitation attracts | === ALTERNATE ROUTE =~ -~ A 57 R f ; Where you are. Why you're |
: - attention | | - P85 O R hete: |
. | RISK AREA N 'If -q;“ < "'\:F“ ‘ /—\x ~2 | 4
T USE MICRO-OBSERVATIONS G o anea VU2 NS/ AN 4| | PHORLE oRMe.
Short, discreet glances. Sl B & {.‘;& / N NG D) Who's around What you |
B i Bullds a clearerbictin | © 0BSERVATION POINT 5 5 INGP LN [ P77, you. can do.
without detection. | ez 4 ol . |
12 EQRCRS FIONT R m | | THREATS — — IMPACT |
i CONTROL TRANSITIONS iw SOy What can What happens |
If; High-risk areas: entries, | i : e JuCaRL: L
| | CONTINUQUSLY.
[ o | HAVE AN OUT BT L
-""? st pria e D)P MULTIPLE ROUTES COVER & CONCEALMENT
e 4 oo l‘n‘f ~  Have at least two viable options. Use terrain, structures, and REMEMBER
Ef‘“:E :tr - ke crowds to your advantage.
of sight. yEe :
: [EI CHOKEPOINTS TIMING > You are always collecting information.
e ' REHEARSE & REVIEW Identify and plan to pass quickly. ® Move at the right time, > You are always being observed.
‘EEI Mentally rehearse routes. HIDE SITES not just the right place. > Your goal Is to complete the mission
| — | Post-mission, review what EXFIL PLAN and walk away.
you missed. K‘}n: Wh:r? ol ss pavee E: Define your break point > Awareness is a discipline.
A e TUiReen) and exit strategy. | Practice it everywhere.
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